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may cause serious injury to, or loss of, the
ship. Steam seamanship consists largely in
knowing how fast it is safe to run in a heavy
sea, in which direction it is best to head, how
the vessel may best lie to, how to handle her in
narrow waters, or in emergencies, etc. A thor-
ough knowledge of marine meteorology, in-
cluding the laws of storms and the handling
of the ship in them, is also essential for sea-
men (officers) in both sailing ships and
steamers. For the prevention of collisions a
number of regulations have been agreed upon
by the maritime nations.

Seamen are technically those persons, be-
low the rank of officer, who are employed in
navigating decked vessels on the high seas.
In the United States, the relations of Amer-
ican ship owners, masters, and seamen are
regulated by acts of Congress. In all the large
seaports there are U. S. shipping commis-
sioners, or persons acting as such, whose du-
ties include supervision of the employment of
seamen, and who are required to ascertain,
investigate, and report violations of the law.
Certain features of the laws are directly un-
der the cognizance of the collector of cus-
toms, and others under that of the supervis-
ing inspector of steam vessels. In foreign
ports, U. S. consuls have charge of matters
affecting American merchant seamen. Con-
tracts between master and seamen must be
in writing, and state the rate of wages,
length and nature of the voyage, and the
term of service. They may be set aside if
fraud or force is used, and must be entered
into before the voyage begins. Leaving the
ship before the expiration of the contract
constitutes the offence of desertion.

Sea-mouse (Aphrodite}, a worm (Chae-
topoda) of curious shape, which lives in land
beyond the tide mark, but is frequently
thrown up by storms on the beach. The body
is oval, broadest in the middle, and pointed
at both ends and reaches a length of several
inches. It is found in the North Atlantic
Ocean.

Sea-otter (Enhydra hitris, or Latax lut-
ris), a carnivore which produces perhaps the
most valuable of all furs. The sea-otter is
confined to the coasts of the North Pacific,
and is now very rare. In general appearance
it somewhat resembles an eared seal, the hind
feet being long flippers, very different from
those of the other otters. The coat consists
of a very fine soft under fur of a dark brown
color, with a few long stiff hairs of a gray-
ish color scattered through. Sea-otter fishing

is  carried on  off Alaska and the Aleutian
Islands, and also in Kamchatka.

Sea-otter.
Sea-pike (Centropomus iindecimalis), an
edible American fish, occurring on the coasts
of Florida and Texas.
Sea-porcupine, the name given to a plec-
tognathous fish, because of its spines or tu-
bercles. See GLOBE-FISH.
Sea Power. In common application, Sea
Power means naval development. This, how-
ever, is simply the ultimate result of various
factors which facilitate the acquisition of
naval strength, or which make the possession
of such strength essential to national well-
being. The idea underlying the expression is
the idea of the influence of the Sea upon the
welfare of states. The importance of sea
power on national growth and well-being was
first called to modern attention by Rear-
Admiral A. T. Mahan, of the United States
Navy, in his book Influence of Sea Power
Upon History, 1660-1783, published in 1890.
Its success was instantaneous, particularly in
Europe, where interest in such matters is
in tense. Its convincing marshalling of his-
torical facts, both of cause and effect, its
clear and strong reasoning, and the lessons
thereby educed caused a revolution in the
public mind. The greatest was produced in
England and Germany, which began at
once to develop, as far as practicable, their
maritime forces, commerce, and industries
upon the lines he laid down. As the far-
reaching effects of sea power and naval arma-
ment have come to be recognized, they have
become a matter of international adjustment
as well as of national policy. This subject
was the basis of the naval conferences at
Washington (1922) and London and of dis-
cussions between Great Britain, the United
States, and Japan in London, 1934. Until the
outbreak of World War II it was under con-
stant consideration by committees of the
League of Nations who were studying the
needs of each nation with a view to future
agreements. See LIMITATION OF ARMAMENT*
Search* In law, the term search refers to
an inspection of one's person or premises to